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Dear Honorable Chairs and Members of the Joint Committee on Judiciary,

Thank you for considering bill H1370, An Act prohibiting discrimination against adults
with disabilities in family and juvenile court proceedings before your committee today. This bill
is timely because of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the passage of the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Discrimination against those with disabilities occurs in Massachusetts. Recently, the
federal government ruled that Massachusetts’ Department of Children and Families
discriminated against a young woman when they took her daughter away based solely upon the
mother’s intellectual disability'. This should not happen in Massachusetts, a state known for its
programs supporting people with disabilities. The bill I have put worth would make using a
parent’s disability illegal as a determining factor in family and juvenile court cases. Custody
decisions should be based upon a parent’s ability to act in the best interest of the child, not their
disability.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. Once again, I urge you to report out
favorably H1370, An Act prohibiting discrimination against adults with disabilities in family and
Jjuvenile court proceedings.

Sincerely,
)
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Paul Heroux
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